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in their front was a canal, which extended from the morass to within a short distance ot" the high road. Along their line were thrown up breastworks, not indeed completed, but even now formidable. Upon the road, and at several other points, were erected powerful batteries, whilst the ship, with a large flotilla of gunboats, Hanked the whole position from the river.
"When I say that we came in sight of the enemy I do not mean that he was gradually exposed to us in such a manner as to leave time for cool examination and reflection. On the right, indeed, he was seen for some time, but on the left a few houses built at a turning in the road entirely concealed him; nor was it till they had gained that turning point and beheld the muzzles of the guns pointed towards them that those who moved in this direction were aware of their proximity to danger, but that danger was, indeed near, they were quickly taught; for, scarcely had the head of the column passed the houses when a deadly fire opened from both the battery and the shipping. That the Americans are excellent marksmen, as well with artillery as with rides, we have had frequent calls to acknowledge; but, perhaps, on no occasion do they assert their claims to the title of good artillerymen more effectually than on the present. Scarcely a ball passed over or fell short of its mark, but all striking in the midst of our ranks, occasioned terrible havoc. The shrieks of the wounded, therefore, the crash of firelocks of such as were killed caused at first some little confusion, and what added to the panic was that from the houses beside bright flames suddenly burst out. The Americans, expecting this attack, had filled them with combustibles for the purpose, and, directing against them one or two guns loaded with reclhot shot, in an instant set them on fire. The scene was altogether very sublime, A tremendous cannonade mowed clown our ranks and deafened us with its roar, whilst two large chatcaus and their outbuildings almost scorched us with the smoke which they emitted.
"The infantry, however, was not long suffered to remain thus exposed, but, being ordered to quit the path, and to form the line in the fields, the artillery was brought up and opposed to that of the enemy. But the contest was in every respect unequal, since their artillery far exceeded ours, both of our citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
